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Online Submission Deadline: 20 February 2025
Short Title	
If your title is long, please enter a short title of no more than 20 characters. This will be used to refer to your paper during Peer Review.
Subtheme	
Please identify a SINGLE primary subtheme (delete the two that are not applicable)
1. Design+ Digital Disruptions and Technology Integration  
2. Design+ Societal Realities, Impact and Cultural Preservation
3. Design+ Sustainability and Future-Focused Design
Abstract	
Replace this wording with your abstract.
Your abstract should be between 300 and 500 words. 
The abstract must be a clear, concise statement of the problem, approach, results, and conclusions of the work and should clearly state the paper’s contribution to the field. All references to the author/s and their institutions in the abstract body should be removed before submission. Please use paragraphs to separate distinct ideas.
The body font is black, 11 pt Calibri, justified with 15pt line spacing. Formatting like Italics, bold and lists can be used to draw attention to quotes or extracts. When copy and pasting, please restore the default font. 
Abstracts MUST be submitted on this template or it will be returned to you to fix.
Save your completed Abstract as a PDF and submit on the DEFSA Member Zone.
You do not need to have an account or log in to submit your abstract.




Keywords: Include three to five keywords with your submission.



Checklist

Have you removed ALL references to your name, your institution or any information that might identify you? If an institution is integral to your research, please replace the name with “a leading South African design education institution”.  
Is it less than 500 words?
Have you clarified how the paper addresses the conference theme and subthemes?
Have you provided evidence that the paper is academically sound?
Have you shown how the paper contributes to the field of design education?
Have you shown how your paper is relevant to local theory and practice, technologies, methodologies, knowledge, curricula, pedagogy and assessment?
Will your paper present valid research, an academically sound argument that contributes to original, evidence-based research output (and not simply opinion or hearsay)
Does the title reflect its content?
Delete this checklist and save. Then save or print as a PDF.
Go to https://www.defsa.co.za/node/add/paper to submit.

Note on Institutions
There is a limit on the percentage of accepted papers from any single institution to ensure a diverse range of perspectives. If you work with multiple institutions, you may select any of them as your primary institution, or you may choose to publish privately. Published research will be linked to your primary institution, which may influence your funding. 

Important: ALL institutions you are associated with must be noted on the submission – this is to reduce the risk that a peer reviewer can identify you. 
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